
Construction - Critical Technical Information

Plan Analyst
Code Check Software for 
model building code compliance

Plan Analyst software allows construction 
professionals to significantly speed up the code
check/plan review process ensuring a building
permit is issued in the first review every time.



What the Market Has to Say
Since its launch in 1986, thousands of architects and

building officials have used this time-tested software,

making it the most widely used technical tool for code

studies and plan checks available. >>
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Plan Analyst software prompts users to enter 
specific information about the plan in question,
then automatically calculates compliance and 
produces a full, high quality, code check report as
well as offering the ability to produce a thorough
customized checklist.

IHS Plan Analyst software checks for code 

compliance, assisting architectural practices 

and local building authorities in completing code studies

and building plan checks quickly and 

efficiently. 

The software compares user input (building parameters)

against code requirements and performs relevant calcula-

tions. The software can be customized to meet local

requirements. The input can take around 30 minutes or

less, depending on the complexity of the project. The

output is a comprehensive report that shows whether the

building meets code.   

Plan Analyst enables architects to conduct code studies

and obtain building permits faster, and includes the ability

to explore how code requirements change with minor

modifications to the project description. Building officials

are able to check and issue permits more quickly. This

proven software saves valuable design time and eases

the compliance process.
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Easy to use input screens prompt for variables from the design,
speeding up the compliance process

Comprehensive code reports printed in seconds



3

A Building Official’s Perspective: 

Saving Lives, Saving Time

The Town of Watertown, Connecticut Inspections

Division has worked with Plan Analyst since 1987. “More

than anything, this product provides piece of mind,” says

Richard Fusco, building inspector for Watertown, CT.

Richard feels passionately that this product doesn’t just

save time for inspectors and architects alike, but it saves

lives as well. “It is important to realize the conditions that

you are building to.  Through the plan review, this prod-

uct gives you a direction to follow.”  In order to protect

property and lives, the Town of Watertown, Connecticut

will continue to utilize the Plan Analyst products for their

building projects.

ICC’s Perspective: 

Proven Tool

Mark Johnson, Vice President of Business Development

for the International Code Council (ICC), the leading

developer of building codes and standards adopted by

state and local government, says: “When used in tandem

with the International Building and Residential Codes,

Plan Analyst is a proven tool that dramatically speeds up

code studies and plan checks.” 

An Architect’s Perspective: 

Saving Money, Saving Time

Texas-based JML Architects have benefited from the IHS

Plan Analyst product for over four years. “Before Plan

Analyst, we would spend hours researching buildings

with the corresponding code books,” says J. Michael

Leinback AIA, Principal Architect at JML Architects. The

implementation of Plan Analyst allows this team to find

the information they need, fast. “Since we started using

Plan Analyst, we have seen a 50% reduction in our

research time, clearly a considerable savings.” Plan

Analyst allows JML Architects to pull reports and speak

intelligently to clients and prospects about jobs. “The

reports are professional, accurate, and informative. This

has been a beneficial tool when meeting with both clients

and prospects.” The Plan Analyst tool also allows JML

Architects to use less experienced staff in the research

process. The accuracy of the product ensures that results

will be correct and quickly produced; yet another cost

savings to the JML Architects’ bottom line. Ensuring the

realization of their client’s visions is a top priority for JML

Architects and their Plan Analyst partner, IHS.

Municipalities Practices

City of Austin, Texas

City of Cleburne, Texas

City of Coon Rapids, Minnesota

City of Decatur, Illinois

City of Madison Heights, Michigan

City of Vacaville , California

Community Development Dept.

Park City, Utah Fire District, Utah

Summit Township, Michigan

Town of Barre, Massachussetts

Dept. of Inspectional Services

Town of Waterton, Connecticut

Township of Scotch Plains, New Jersey  

Dept. of Inspections

Building-Design Inc. DBA: Western Designs

Bybee-Julovich, LLC

C.F.Brenner Inc., Architecture

Construction Consulting 

& Inspection Services

GSG Architecture

Hendricks-Busian Construction

JML Architects

Millers Mutual Insurance Co

Spectrum Enterprises Inc.

A small sample of our thousands of Plan Analysts users
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IHS Related Solutions
In addition to the IHS Plan Analyst code compliance 

software package, IHS also offers these collections for

the Architectural and Construction professional:

•  Model Building Code Collections - including model

building codes from ICC, ICBO, BOCA, SBCCI, NFPA

and 2002 NY State Codes  

•  AEC Referenced Standards Collections - contain the

referenced standards that are found in nine building

code. Including standards from ACI, ASME, ASSE,

ASTM, AWWA, CSA, NFPA, UL and more.

•  ADA Compliance Manuals Collection - provides 

exclusive (ADA) state-specific accessibility compliance

manuals.

•  Individual Standards Organizations - provides access

to a choice of over 100 standards developing organiza-

tions including ACI, ANSI, ARI, ASCE, ASHRAE, ASME,

ASTM, AWWA, CSA, IEEE, NEMA, NFPA, SMACNA,

UL and more.

Helpline Support
IHS Plan Analyst customers enjoy unlimited access to our

Customer Service helpline. It is available for assistance

with using the software, or for advice on installation and

general technical inquiries related to the software.

For more information on IHS:

USA/Canada 800 716 3447 

Worldwide +1 303 397 2896 

Web: http://aec.ihs.com/procurement/plan_analyst.jsp

Email: construction@ihs.com
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Beam & Column Calculator
Deck Calculator XL
Florida Building Code 2004
Indiana Building Code 2003
Indiana Residential Code 2003
International Building Code 2000
International Building Code 2003
International Residential Code 2000
International Residential Code 2003

Michigan Building Code 2003
Michigan Residential Code 2003
National Building Code 1999
New York Building Code 2002
New York Residential Code 2002
NFPA Life Safety Code 101 2000
NFPA Sprinkler 13 1996
Standard Building Code 1999
Sign Calculator
Uniform Building Code 1997
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Order Options
The following Plan Analyst code compliance software

options are available from IHS:


